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Rationale for advocacy 
 
Our mission statement is: 
In response to Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’, we educate and motivate the Catholics of our 
diocese, and all our neighbors, of our moral responsibility to take immediate action to 
address what Pope Francis has identified as the “social and environmental crisis” of 
climate change. 
 
From the words of this mission statement, it is clear that we plan to advocate in order to 
motivate people to take action to protect our environment through our government 
representatives. Other actions are listed below in the section Practical ways of 
advocating. Our goals sometimes require advocating for or against particular 
legislation, and thus we will need to address questions of partisan politics.  In such 
circumstances, advocacy can come into conflict with moral principles.   
 
Catholic Bishops’ teaching on advocacy 
 
The Catholic Bishops of the United State have periodically offered a teaching document: 
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.”  The purpose is to provide guidance for 
Catholics in the exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our democracy.  
“We encourage all citizens, particularly Catholics, to embrace their citizenship not 
merely as a duty and privilege, but as an opportunity to meaningfully participate in 
building the culture of life. Every voice matters in the public forum. Every vote counts. 
Every act of responsible citizenship is an exercise of significant individual power.” 
 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has prepared instructions on political 
advocacy for use by Catholic clergy and parishioners. Here is a summary of some of 
these guidelines. A full discussion can be downloaded at:  
https://www.cacatholic.org/teachings/faithful-citizenship/parish-advocacy-guide/guidelines-advocacy-



lobbying-and-political 
 
1. Individual citizens are free to fully engage in partisan politics. The Church encourages 
all citizens to vote. In light of that, the Church urges voters to examine the positions of 
candidates for public office on the full range of issues, as well as on their personal 
integrity and performance.  Religious leaders, however, should avoid taking public 
positions on candidates or publicly participating in political party matters even when 
acting in their individual capacity.    
 
2. Unlike individuals, Churches and other institutions, which qualify for tax-exempt 
status under the Internal Revenue Code, may in no way engage in partisan politics such 
as supporting or opposing individual candidates for office. 
 
3. Parishes and other Church organizations should, in some cases, engage in issue-
oriented activities and political action. 
 
4. No diocesan or parish entity or organization may endorse, oppose or evaluate any 
political party or candidate for public office. No such organization can contribute in any 
way to a political candidate, party, campaign, or political action committee. Church 
property or personnel should not be used in campaign ads. 
 
The USCCB website has extensive information about Pope Francis’ Encyclical: Laudato 
Si’: http://www.usccb.org/about/leadership/holy-see/francis/pope-francis-encyclical-laudato-si-on-
environment.cfm 
 
Parish engagement 
 
How should these guidelines apply to our advocacy concerning the encyclical and our 
efforts to convince citizens and politicians of the need to work to create and pass 
associated legislation? Parishes and other Church organizations should, in some cases, 
engage in issue-oriented activities and political action.  Such engagement is appropriate 
when conducting meetings and gatherings designed to share the Catholic Church’s 
teaching regarding the moral and ethical dimensions of public-policy issues and/or 
legislation. In particular, when expressing ideas that are represented in Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical Laudato Si’, we may engage in actions that are designed to advocate for the 
Pope’s many expressed ideas about Our Common Home.   
 
Advocacy found in Laudato Si’ 
 
Here are some examples of statements from the Encyclical that are strongly related to 
the political sphere: 
 
“There is an urgent need to develop policies so that, in the next few years, the emission 
of carbon dioxide and other highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced, for 



example, substituting for fossil fuels and developing sources of renewable energy.” (26) 
 
“We know that technology based on the use of highly polluting fossil fuels – especially 
coal, but also oil and, to a lesser degree, gas – needs to be progressively replaced 
without delay. Until greater progress is made in developing widely accessible sources of 
renewable energy, it is legitimate to choose the less harmful alternative or to find short-
term solutions. But the international community has still not reached adequate 
agreements about the responsibility for paying the costs of this energy transition.” (165) 
 
“Reducing greenhouse gases requires honesty, courage and responsibility, above all on 
the part of those countries which are more powerful and pollute the most.” (169) 
 
“If present trends continue, this century may well witness extraordinary climate change 
and an unprecedented destruction of ecosystems, with serious consequences for all of 
us.” (24) 
 
Practical ways of advocating 
 
Where and when should we advocate in favor of care for the environment and for 
following the lead of Pope Francis? Here are some suggestions: 
 

• write a letter to federal or state representative, or call or visit in person 
• participate in a march 
• attend a city council meeting to advocate for an environmental issue 
• write a letter to the editor, or contact your news station to request more coverage 

of climate change 
• ask your parish priest to give a homily on Care for Creation 
• talk about your concerns about the environment, or mention actions that you're 

taking, in conversation with friends and relatives. 
	
	
Writing Letters To the Editor  
	
Sending a Letter to the Editor: An LTE is written to a newspaper or online publication to 
respond or offer an opinion to an article, editorial, op-ed, or another LTE that has been 
published within the past week.  As we approach the elections, be alert for print and 
online articles related to environmental issues that need further PR.  
 
Basic guidelines from Catholic Climate Covenant and Interfaith Power & Light: 

1. LTEs should be submitted to the paper that serves the region where you live and 
/ or work. 

2. Follow the newspaper’s guidelines. 
3. Get your primary message across at the very beginning, and then spend the rest 

of the letter painting a clear picture of the problem and backing up your point. 



4. Use stories, not statistics. Our brains remember personal and anecdotal details 
better than numbers – particularly when those details remind us of ourselves or 
place us in a narrative. Statistics can be useful, but use them sparingly. 

5. Make it locally relevant. Many newspapers receive plenty of national stories from 
news syndicates, and are eager to print something that local residents want to 
read. 

6. If appropriate, end your letter with a call to action and an opportunity to get 
involved. 

7. Your own letter will be more effective it it’s written from the heart. Don’t copy and 
paste from a sample letter – instead, explain why you care.  Adding some humor 
is a bonus. 

	
	
	


